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 Wisley makes a wish come true         

Back in March we featured a story about how resi-

dents in the Eliza Palmer Hub had been encouraged 

by their Activity Coordinator, Kirstien Duester to 

make a wish for what they’d like to do when Covid 

restrictions were relaxed. Janet Dunmore asked for a 

trip to Wisley and after her wish was posted on our 

social media, she was delighted to discover that the 

famous garden had re-

sponded by offering her 

some free tickets.   

Janet asked to take a 

couple of her friends 

(and fellow residents) 

Beryl and Don with her 

and the trio visited last 

week, accompanied by 

staff including Kirstien. 

They all had a great time touring the stunning gar-

dens and glasshouses, later having a picnic lunch by 

the lake. Don said: “I haven't been out for 15 months 

and so this was absolutely wonderful! I really enjoyed 

going on the bus too, watching the world go by!”   

Kirstien said: “I came up with the idea of the Wishing 

Tree during lockdown to help residents look forward 

to better days ahead. We tried to `grant` as many of 

people’s wishes as we could, but this one was extra 

special. It’s easy to forget how long it’s been since 

residents have been able to go on visits like this, so 

we were incredibly grateful to Wisley for granting  

Janet’s wish — it meant the world to her.” 

 

The sky’s the limit for Sylvie and Dionne!  

Many people have generously raised money for our 

charity over the years, but no-one has decided to 

throw themselves out of a plane at 10,000 feet - until 

now! On Monday, 23rd August (note the new date) 

our Clubhouse Manager, Sylvie Izzard and Chef, Di-

onne Patton will be taking the plunge and doing a 

fundraising tandem skydive for us!   

Their aim is to fund some renovation in the Village 

Clubhouse garden, including better lighting, new un-

der cover seating and improvements to the BBQ area. 

If fundraising exceeds their expectations, it will also 

be used to support other community projects around 

the Village.  

Sylvie said: “Dionne and I have worked at Whiteley 

Janet (far left) admiring the beautiful gardens at Wisley 

with her friends Beryl and Don   



Village and in the Clubhouse a long time, we also live 

here. I got married and brought my kids up here too 

– the Village is our life, and the Clubhouse is very 

important to us both.  

“We know how difficult things are for the Trust  

financially right now, especially since the pandemic, 

and we wanted to give something back and help  

improve the facilities that our villagers and visitors 

use.”    

But there are less dramatic ways to raise money – so 

why a skydive?  “Dionne and I have worked together 

at Whiteley for over ten years and we’ve become 

really close friends,” said Sylvie. “We both recently 

hit 50 and thought it was time to do something 

different and a bit daring!  

“We also hope that by doing something like this it 

might help raise the profile of the Trust and its chari-

ty work. It’s a bit scary but we’re actually really look-

ing forward to it! We’ll be jumping at Salisbury air-

field and anyone can come and watch, so if people 

want to support us on the day just contact me for 

more details at the Clubhouse or on Facebook.” 

It’s an incredible thing to do and we know everyone 

at Whiteley will join us in wishing this dynamic duo 

all the very best for their skydive. If you’d like to sup-

port them, you can do so by visiting their online 

fundraising page at:  

https://whiteleyvillage.enthuse.com/pf/sylvie-izzard

-skydive-b60c5  or just contact either Sylvie or  

Dionne for more details.  

 

What’s in a name ? 

The Whiteley Homes Trust or Whiteley Village? It 

can be a bit confusing sometimes as for many years 

our logo and the name we used everywhere was 

Whiteley Village. A couple of years ago we launched 

a new logo for the Trust to distinguish better be-

tween us the charity that manages the village and 

the place we look after, Whiteley Village.  

Our website and social media remained in the name 

of Whiteley Village but with the significant increase 

in our online fundraising activities since then, some 

people have found that confusing and it’s important 

we’re clear people are donating to the Trust as a 

registered charity, raising money for our work at 

Whiteley Village.  

Recently we changed our name to the Whiteley 

Homes Trust on our social media and we will soon 

be changing our website name too, and in time staff 

email addresses as well. We’ll let you know when 

this next stage will be happening, but you’ll still be 

able to find us easily. Obviously this change only re-

lates to our electronic communications so postal ad-

dresses will stay exactly the same.   

 

100 not out for Sheila  

At Whiteley we’re very proud of the extraordinary 

number of centenarians we have living in the Village,  

and so there was a big party in the Eliza Palmer Hub 

to celebrate resident Sheila Brewer’s 100th birthday 

The dynamic duo: Sylvie Izzard  (left) and Dionne Patton 

(right) 
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recently, including a live performance from a 1940’s 

& 50’s singer - Sheila’s favourite music! Happy birth-

day Sheila!   

 

From money pots to flower pots 

Most of us will be familiar with the gardening meta-

phors about good financial planning – growing our 

investment `pots`, `sowing` our money seeds (or 

maybe `weeding` out those bad spending habits…!), 

but members of the Finance Team turned the meta-

phor on its head recently by doing some real 

planting!  

Organised by Head of Finance, Ishwant Basra, mem-

bers of the team (Karen Watson, Ramneek Panesar 

and Hayley Weighill) decided to make their team 

building session a bit more fun and rewarding by 

helping residents at Ingram House create some 

beautiful pots and planters for their patio garden.  

Ishwant said: “I love gardening myself and find it re-

ally therapeutic. My father and father-in-law are 

both in their 80s and have found gardening a good 

pass time, especially during lockdown. They’ve 

planted so many flowers and vegetables over the 

years and I’ve learnt a lot from them.  

“I thought it would be good for the team to get out 

of the office and do something different, so it was 

lovely to do our team building outside in the  

sunshine while helping residents. They all got their 

gardening gloves on too and we had lots of fun to-

gether. A big thank you to the estates team for do-

nating the plants and compost and to the team at 

Ingram House for helping us get everything organ-

ised.”  

Payroll and Finance Assistant, Karen said: “In our line 

of work we obviously know lots of residents by name 

but rarely get the opportunity to meet them in per-

son and especially since the pandemic, so it was re-

ally nice to see them face to face. We had a brilliant 

time getting muddy in the garden, and it was lovely 

to see their faces when we lined up all the beautiful 

pots we’d planted! It was a very special afternoon 

for the team and we all felt we’d made a difference.”  

 

Wilf comes home!  

A few weeks’ ago 

we ran an article in 

our village Bulletin 

to let residents 

know that Wilf the 

elephant was finally 

being moved to his 

new home in Hunt-

ley House, and 

promised to follow 

up the story. Poor 

Wilf had been in 

storage since his namesake and owner, resident 

Wilfred Friend passed away, but like all good stories, 

this one had a happy ending.  

As some residents and staff will know, Wilfred Friend 

used to live in one of our cottages and collected gar-

den sculptures, one of which was a large wooden 

elephant. Wilfred later moved into Huntley House 

but after he sadly passed away, the elephant - 

named Wilf in fond memory of his owner - was 

placed in storage. Staff and residents were keen he 

was found a long term home however, but everyone 

knew it would be a truly `mammoth` task given  

Wilf’s size and weight!  

Using a hired winch and truck to transport Wilf, he 

was finally moved into his new home - a little jungle-



themed corner 

of Huntley 

House recep-

tion! A big 

thank you to 

all the staff 

who helped 

bring Wilf back 

back home!  

 

 

Whiteley welcomes new trustees   

Trust Chairman, Rod Bennion and Chief Executive, 

Rachel Hill were delighted to officially welcome two 

new trustees to join the Board recently – Kate Beau-

champ and Mark Henderson. 

Kate is currently CEO 

of Mabey Holdings 

Limited, a specialist 

engineering provid-

er, having previously 

been the company’s 

Chief Legal Officer.  

Kate started her ca-

reer as a property 

and construction 

lawyer for leading 

regional and City law firms, Hugh James and CMS. 

She later lectured on property, equity and trusts for 

the Open University's LLB Law degree course, and 

ran her own legal consultancy, whilst raising her two 

children.  

Kate is passionate about historical property conser-

vation and has experience of delivering several 

Listed Buildings projects, with a focus on sustainable 

and sympathetic repurposing and custodianship. 

Mark is Chief Executive of Home Group, with 55,000 

homes under management across Scotland and Eng-

land and one of the largest providers of supported 

housing, working with 26,000 vulnerable people in 

nearly 500 services.  

Mark previously ran his own business and before 

that worked with the Regional Development Agency 

as Operations Direc-

tor and in a variety 

of regeneration and 

economic develop-

ment jobs across the 

country in local gov-

ernment, most re-

cently as Chief Exec-

utive of one of the 

largest County Coun-

cils in the country. 

He was also previously a Board Member for the Na-

tional Housing Federation and a former Chair of 

Homes for the North. 

Rod Bennion said “We’re very excited that Mark and 

Kate have joined us. Our trustees play a very im-

portant role in the management of our charity as 

they are the people who share ultimate responsibil-

ity for our governance, how we are managed and 

our future direction.  

“This is a pivotal time for our charity and so their ex-

perience, advice and expertise will be extremely wel-

come as we work together to plan our new strategy 

and deliver our purpose and vision. 

“Michael Pomery, Duncan Straughen and Mike Tol-

ley are leaving us after some nine years’ service. We 

are very grateful to them for their commitment and 

support to our charity - their dedication has been 

invaluable. Tom Hoskin has had to resigned for busi-

ness reasons. We extend our sincere thanks to them 

all and wish them well for the future.   

“Our charity is fortunate to have so many highly 

qualified Trustees. When Trustees stand down, as 

required under our governance rules, this provides 

the opportunity for new talented Board members to 

join us. We very much look forward to Kate and 

Mark being part of our team.” 

You can find out more about Kate and Mark and our 

other trustees on our website here: https://

whiteleyvillage.org.uk/who-we-are/whiteley-trust/

trustees/ 

Kate Beauchamp 

Mark Henderson  
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