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Whiteley plans its support for Queen’s Green Canopy Scheme   

 

Our forests are often called the lungs of the world as 

they drawn in carbon dioxide and ‘breathe’ out oxy-

gen. Indeed, the first major breakthrough in the UN 

Climate Change Conference, or COP26, currently un-

derway in Glasgow, was considered to be when over 

100 nations pledged to end deforestation by the next 

decade. Environmental issues have long been close to 

the hearts of our royal family and in their speeches 

both HM The Queen, and our Patron, HRH the Prince 

of Wales urged world leaders to act to halt climate 

change for the generations to come.  

 

It is therefore no surprise that one of the biggest na-

tional initiatives being organised to celebrate Her 

Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee next year is tree planting 

through the launch of The Queen’s Green Canopy 

Scheme or QGCS. The scheme aims to create a legacy 

in honour of The Queen’s 70 years of service to the 

nation, which will benefit future generations.  

 

Organisations and places large and small are being 

encouraged to support the scheme and given our ex-

tensive woodlands the Estates Team, headed by Stu-

art Cameron are keen to ensure Whiteley plays its 

part. “The line of beech trees along North Avenue is 

one of the most iconic views in the village. Many of 

these trees were planted when Whiteley was being 

built and are now well over 100 years old, so we want 

to make sure we protect and maintain that view”, 

said Stuart. 

 

“Sadly, we had to take down three of these beeches 

this year due to storm damage and root decay, so it 

seems to be a good idea to start our Jubilee planting 

there. I want to ensure any new trees we plant are 

located as near to the originals as possible, so the first 

stage will be to grind out the stumps. We won’t be 

planting saplings, but mature trees and we hope to 

have these delivered and planted by Spring next year.  

 

“It would be great to organise a special tree planting 

ceremony and the QGCS are encouraging people to 

have a commemorative plaque. I think this is a great 

idea as I want people to know we’re supporting the 

Autumn gold: North Avenue’s beautiful beech trees   



scheme and given the location of the new trees on 

North Avenue, everyone will see it when they drive 

into the Village.  

 

“We have thousands of trees on our estate and so 

tree management is a huge part of my budget and 

the team’s time. Sometimes we need to take trees 

down for safety reasons (and after consultation with 

the council’s tree officer), as they are dying or dam-

aged. But when we replace trees in the future we 

will make sure they are appropriate for the village 

environment - ideally native British trees which are 

more suited to our soil here and taking into account 

environmental changes due to global warming.  

  

“This will help give them the best chance of survival 

and not only enhance and protect Whiteley’s wood-

lands but also ensure we’ll continue to do our bit to 

tackle climate change long after the Jubilee and into 

the decades ahead.”  

 

A farewell message from Rev. Keith Jowett 

All good things  

“All good things come to an end”, they say, and alt-

hough I profoundly disagree with that generalisation 

(more on which later), it is true that my enjoyment 

of the many good times, good people, and good 

things at Whiteley Village is now fast drawing to a 

close.  And it is not easy to let something so good 

slip away. 

Our perspectives, of course, are influenced by our 

individual circumstances.  And my view of Village life 

is undoubtedly coloured by not personally living 

within it – perhaps this more distant perspective 

makes me value it more? I still delight every time I 

enter through North Gate and Avenue at leaving the 

business and hubbub of suburbia behind. 

Indeed, I continue amazed that such a lovely place, 

so full of nature’s glory and worlds apart from the 

city that birthed it, should exist here – and right on 

that city’s doorstep!  Our benefactor, Mr Whiteley, 

would surely feel his legacy well invested. 

We have so enjoyed our time serving within the Vil-

lage, and have deeply appreciated all the kindness 

and support and love we have received from both 

those who live here and those who work here. Leav-

ing you all is very hard! 

 

 

But ‘let go’ and leave we must, as we move away to 

live nearer family in Kent, bringing my six years as 

Community Church pastor and chaplain to an end.   

Some lines of Robert Browning's poem, `Rabbi Ben 

Ezra`, come to mind: 

 

The Prince of Wales planted the first Jubilee tree 

in the grounds of Windsor Castle in March, to 

mark the launch of the QGCS. 

Rev. Keith and his wife Rosalind 



Grow old along with me! 

The best is yet to be, 

The last of life, for which the first was made: 

Our times are in His hand 

Who saith, “A whole I planned, 

Youth shows but half; trust God: see all, nor be 

afraid!” 

The best indeed is yet to be. And infinitely more so 

in the glorious eternity that God has promised and 

Jesus has made possible for all those who place their 

trust in Him. 

Though we part, my continuing prayer is that you 

will indeed seek and be found by the One who loves 

us so greatly that He gave Himself in Jesus to be our 

sin-bearing substitute. Such love cannot be ignored – 

I plead that you don’t. 

With our warm love and prayers, 

Keith and Rosalind Jowett 

Tel: 07785 352633 

 

A glass half full: Beryl’s story  

We all know people who, despite what life may have 

dealt them at times, are able to focus on the posi-

tives and always seem to see their `glass` as half full. 

Whiteley resident and former staff member, Beryl 

Banks 82, is definitely one of those, and so it was a 

real pleasure to meet and hear her story this week.  

Sadly, Beryl lost her beloved husband, John just six 

weeks’ ago and although she clearly misses him ter-

ribly, she’s very keen to say how blessed she feels 

after so many happy years together.  

Unusually, both Beryl and John previously worked 

and lived at Whiteley. Occasionally the Trust is able 

to offer permanent accommodation to former live-in 

staff when they retire, so Beryl has an especially long 

connection and love of the Village – which is obvious 

from all the mementos and pictures she has of 

Whiteley around her cottage.  

Beryl came to live and work in the village with her 

first husband Brian after he left the army. She was 

an army wife for many years living in the UK and 

abroad, and her husband was in the Royal Tank Regi-

ment where the couple became friends with fellow 

RTR members Bill McMinn (and his wife Janet) and  

Reg Budge (and his wife Beryl). “Reg and Beryl 

moved to Whiteley after he left the army and they 

told us about it. Brian and I weren’t able to get a 

council house after he was demobbed but we both 

managed to get jobs at Whiteley which offered staff 

accommodation, so we came here and I joined the 

care team and Brian worked in the office. Later Bill 

and Janet applied to live at Whiteley too, so in the 

end we all moved here which was lovely.” 

Although sadly Brian and Beryl’s marriage later 

failed and he left the village, Beryl kept working at 

Whiteley as a carer and in the laundry, so she was 

able to stay. “It was a very painful time, so it was re-

ally helpful to have my old friends around me.  

“I met John a few years later. He was an accountant 

in the office, and I’d go to him to pay my rent. I’d 

leave with a receipt and later find a little love poem 

in the envelope! He was very romantic, and I found 

myself being wooed over the following months!”  

 

Well, the wooing paid off, and they finally got mar-

ried and stayed living in the Village until they both 

retired and the Trust was able to offer them accom-

modation in one of the then newly built Drapers’ 

cottages, as beneficiaries.  

 

“John was a very sociable person and we loved 

spending time up at the Club with our friends. In the 

final weeks of his illness, I was so relieved that he 

Happy memories: Beryl and John  



was able to be at home here with me, and not in 

hospital on his own. Bill McMinn is now a Chelsea 

Pensioner, but he stays in touch and visits every so 

often. Bill’s a great friend and he came back for 

John’s funeral and wore his wonderful uniform – 

John would have been very touched.  

“That’s John’s special corner”, Beryl says – pointing 

to a collection of photos including one of him 

meeting Prince Charles when he visited the village a 

few years ago. There are also lots of family photos 

which Beryl is very proud of too, and although she 

claims to have a bad memory, she soon listed all the 

names of her children, grandchildren - and latest ar-

rival and first great grandchild - Ronnie – or `bonnie 

Ronnie’ as she likes to call him!  

“Thankfully all my family live in Surrey, so they are 

not far away, and my friends have encouraged me to 

get out and about more.  

“A few of us have a `Girls Night’ up at the Clubhouse 

once a week and I’ve recently joined the Friendship 

Club at the Activity Centre. I walk down with my 

neighbour Sue and her husband and there are some 

lovely people there who have made me feel really 

welcome. I’d recommend it to anyone. 

“I miss John ever so much and it’s hard on my own. 

We had many happy years together though and I 

have lots of special memories and some wonderful 

friends and neighbours who have really helped me 

through, so I really do have a lot to be thankful for.”  

 

Halloween Gallery  

Some residents clearly enjoyed 

getting into the Halloween mood 

last week with lots of dressing up, 

cake and entertainment and of 

course pumpkins! 

In Ingram House there was an afternoon of spooky 

storytelling and sing-along at their Halloween party. 

Residents loved all their decorations and carved 

pumpkins organised by Activity Coordinator Jess 

Sharp and enjoyed dressing up in the hats. Jess said: 

“We ate cake and had some trick-or-treats (all 

treats, no tricks!) and a we were very grateful to our 

resident volunteer Colleen Howard who was a huge 

help throughout.” 

There was also a party in Huntley House. Staff organ-

ised the decorations, wine and all important cake  

and residents really pulled out all the stops with 

some amazing costumes and ghoulish make up! 

Here’s a few photos from the events:  


