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The start of a beautiful friendship!  

This week we’ve been celebrating Mental Health 

Awareness (MHA) Week with various events be-

ing held each day to encourage residents to get 

together, make new friends, or try some new  

activities. Sue Taylor, Community Coordinator has 

been organising it all and has been really pleased 

at the turnout – in spite of some of the inclement 

weather!  

“We have quite a wide range of ages and mobili-

ties here at Whiteley. Also, some people are still 

anxious about mixing with too many people at 

once, some are new residents keen to make new 

friends and some are quite happy as they are—

with an established friendship group inside and 

outside the Village. So it’s a real mix of needs too.  

“We know loneliness is closely linked to poor 

mental health, so we’re really keen to use this 

awareness week to help encourage all those who 

want to, and are able to meet up with others, to 

have the opportunity to do so. 

 “Of course we can’t  - and shouldn't be - organis-

ing all the social activities in the Village, as there 

are lots of talented and committed residents who 

are much better placed than us to do this. But we 

do have a role in facilitating and encouraging resi-

dents to get together and also to signpost to the 

wide variety of suitable activities in the wider 

community and to the many sources of advice 

and support available to all Elmbridge residents.  

“Other than our Woodland Walk which didn't go 

ahead due to the weather, I've been delighted 

with how many residents have come along to the 

events this week. We’ve had fun and some lovely 

conversations and so we’re very grateful to the 

staff, volunteers and the external individuals and 

organisations that have supported the events, 

and to Verisk for their sponsorship, which has 

helped us fund the activities  - including the much 

appreciated cake and glasses of Prosecco!”    

The Housing and Support Team also used MHA 

Week as an opportunity to relaunch the Drop In 

event held at Huntley House, and were really 

pleased at the turn out there too.  

Residents enjoy the sunshine and fizz at one of 

this week’s Gazebo events   



Housing and Support Officer, Fien Collins said: 

“Drop In is held in the Dining Room of Huntley 

House every Tuesday at 10.30am, and all resi-

dents from across the Village are welcome. We 

had a great time this week, with lots of chat and 

laughter and we’re encouraging people to bring 

games along too if they want to. Transport is 

available as we have a volunteer driver, so if res-

idents need a lift they just need to call Huntley 

House Reception by no later than Monday after-

noon, on 01932 825844.” 

It’s often harder for residents from our care 

homes to join in these types of activities and a 

carer needs to be available to accompany them. 

So Sue and the Community Team were delighted 

that Hub resident Ken and his wife Sheena were 

able to come along too.  

Sheena said: “We read about all the plans for 

this week in the Bulletin and thought the 

`Gazebo on the Green` sounded lovely. We’re 

keen to meet other residents, so Ken’s carers 

helped him into his wheelchair and I pushed him 

up. It was quite a struggle as you don’t realise 

the Village is on quite such a slope, but Sue 

came to help me into the gazebo when we ar-

rived, and the free glasses of fizz were an extra 

special treat!”  

Ken said: “It’s harder to meet people when 

you’re living in the Hub, so it was really nice to 

meet other villagers living in the cottages. I sug-

gested to Sue that next time some of the tables 

could have a couple of chairs reserved for new-

comers, as inevitably you get groups of friends 

who know each other, and you can feel embar-

rassed to break into the conversation. But every-

one was really friendly and we ended up staying 

for the whole event! We’re also hoping to go 

along to the Friendship Café event, and I hope 

Sue and the team will organise more things like 

this.” 

 

Megan’s Mural  

Over the last few weeks’, we’ve all been treated 

to some wonderful displays from the blossom 

trees around the Village, but for those who are 

less able to get out and about it’s not always 

easy to enjoy these delights. So, residents in the 

Hub were thrilled when staff decided to bring 

some of the outside in – with the help of Megan 

Priestley, their Wellbeing Coordinator.  

Megan was formerly a fine arts student and so 

managers asked her if she would put her artistic 

talents to work to brighten up one of the walls in 

the ground floor residents’ lounge. Megan said: 

“We wanted something nature related. The orig-

inal idea was to use a vinyl transfer, but there 

wasn’t anything suitable, so I offered to draw up 

Sheena (front left) and Ken (front right) did make 

it along to the Friendship Café, where we caught 

up with them enjoying a chat with other residents 



some ideas.  

“With all the Spring blossom around us here at 

Whiteley I didn’t have to go very far for inspira-

tion, and everyone really liked the idea of a tree 

with bright coloured flowers. As I had to fit in 

the painting around my other duties, it took 

about nine hours to create the picture, spaced 

out over several days. But I love painting and 

was really pleased with the final result.  

 

“We’ve had lots of positive comments from resi-

dents, staff and visitors, and so Cristian our Reg-

istered Manager has asked me to do another 

mural for the residents’ lounge on the first floor 

too. We’ve asked residents for some suggestions 

for a theme, so watch this space…!”  

International Nurses Day 2022  

This week we’re also celebrating International 

Nurses Day to shine a light on the amazing 

efforts of our nursing team. Molly Thomas is the 

longest serving member of the team - having 

worked here for an incredible 17 years, and still 

loves coming to work every day!  

“After training and working abroad I moved to 

the UK to be with my sister, Dolly. She was a 

nursing Sister in Whiteley House and although 

my background was in hospital nursing, she en-

couraged me to go into social care, so when a 

role came up working for the Trust I applied”, 

said Molly.  

“It was lovely working alongside my sister and 

later my husband also came to work here as a 

carer too, as we managed to get staff accommo-

dation, so it was very handy for us.  

“Nursing in social care can be demanding emo-

tionally and physically but it’s very fulfilling too. 

You get to form close bonds with your residents, 

and they feel like your family. So, it’s  

obviously very upsetting when they pass away as 

inevitably they do over the years. But I have a 

great team here in the Hub and we’re all very 

supportive of each other. That’s been especially 

important to me over the last couple of years, 

and not just because of Covid but also because 

sadly my husband passed away last year too.  

“He worked at Whiteley for 15 years and loved 

the job as much as I do. It was a very difficult 

time, but my managers and colleagues were so 

kind and supported me throughout it all and my 

Molly on her rounds, seen here with resident Ian   



daughter in law was wonderful too. It’s really 

important to have a good group of friends and 

family around you to share the good times and 

the difficult ones, but my job is my life and I feel 

very lucky to work and live here at Whiteley.” 

 

Whiteley on TV next week!   

We’re very excited to let you know that White-

ley is on Channel 5 next Thursday, (19th May) at 

8.00pm (well our Village Hall to be exact), as it 

was the venue for an episode of Nick Knowles’ 

Big House Clearout. In fact, as you can see from 

the image above,  the producers liked the hall  

so much that they used it for the whole series’ 

publicity shot.  

Filming took place over four days during March 

but generated an amazing £6,600 for our chari-

ty. So far this year we have secured (and are 

due) over £15,000 in income from filming oppor-

tunities including TV, movies, pop videos and 

commercials for a wide range of companies in-

cluding the BBC, Netflix, Channel 5 and Capital 

One.  

So, in addition to our legacy donations, filming 

has now become one of our primary sources of 

fundraising. For a small organisation like ours, 

it’s especially valuable because it’s lucrative but  

requires relatively light support from our staff, in 

contrast to some of the fundraising events we’ve 

organised which can take months to organise 

and require large numbers of staff and volun-

teers to help. 

Marketing and Sales Manager, Claire Atkins said: 

“Filming as an income has really taken off over 

the last year, but it can take time to grow. I was 

able to use some of the contacts I had from a 

previous job initially, but we’re also listed with 

various agencies such as the Surrey Film Agency. 

Organising these shoots takes detailed negotia-

tion and I’m always acutely aware that we are 

filming in a community, sometimes outside 

someone’s home.  

“Our residents privacy comes first so I am care-

ful to ensure filming is not intrusive or too dis-

ruptive for road users for example, and we  

always get permission if it’s close to, or outside 

someone’s cottage. It's because of this that I 

often have to decline some very lucrative oppor-

tunities. For example we recently had to turn 

down the offer of a long-term filming contract 

with BBC’s Call the Midwife which would have 

raised almost £50,000 for our charity. Filming 

was due to take place in and around the Village 

Hall, but after almost two years of discussions 

we reluctantly concluded it would have too 

much impact on this area of the Village.  

“I carefully negotiate what crews can and can’t 

do but they do sometimes push the boundaries 

so they need careful handling. But our reputa-

tion is growing so hopefully the enquiries will 

keep coming!”  

A crew filming a clip for a short feature film 

recently in Octagon Road 


