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Whiteley celebrates the Jubilee in style and song!   

It really has been an extra special week of cele-

brations here at Whiteley, with all the wonderful 

Platinum Jubilee themed events in the Village,  

and we were especially proud and excited at the 

release of a new single over the Jubilee weekend  

featuring our own Whiteley Community Choir!  

The song, called Coming Home, also includes two 

other choirs of older people from Surrey, and was 

recorded by the charity Voices of Hope (who sup-

port each of these choirs). The single was  

released to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee and was inspired by the amazing memo-

ries and moments shared by the older people in 

the choirs who have lived throughout the 

Queen’s 70 year reign.  

The song’s theme focussed on valuing family and 

belonging and the importance of friendship –  

especially during tough times. Whiteley resident, 

Brian Fry (see below far left), was chosen to sing 

the solo introduction to the song, and although 

he has never sung professionally, he’s no stranger 

to performing. “I really enjoy singing and have 

done it all my life,” he said. “I used to sing in pubs 

when I was young. If there was a special occasion 

– someone’s birthday for example, we’d have a 

good sing song and sometimes I sing up at the 

Village Clubhouse too! 

“My wife Wendy and I were really pleased when 

they set up a choir here. I love it—we all have a 

good laugh and it’s something to look forward to. 

When they decided to do the single, they asked 

us all for our memories of the Queen’s reign and 

it was so clever how they wove it all together to 

make the lyrics and then put music to it. It made 

it really special for us”. Coming Home is now 

available on Spotify or Apple Music, so please 

help us make it a success by downloading it and 

encouraging your friends and families to as well!   

Members of Whiteley Community Choir also performed 

their song at the Village Jubilee Party over the bank holiday  

Brian Fry (far left) with members of the choir in rehearsals.  

https://voh.org.uk/


Jubilee Parties   

Huntley House residents were treated to a party  

organised by staff and section rep Jennie Clarke. 

Lots of lovely Jubilee-themed party food was 

washed down with glasses of fizz. At 3.00pm  the 

national anthem was played with a toast to the 

Queen, and the festivities continued for the rest 

of the afternoon.  

Fortunately, the feared showers didn't material-

ise for the Jubilee party on the Green, organised 

by the Whiteley Village Social Committee team, 

and everyone enjoyed a great afternoon of fun, 

music and delicious food and drinks! Linda For-

syth from the social committee said: “We would 

like to say a huge thank you to all the villagers, 

staff family and friends who supported us on 

Sunday for the Jubilee Party on the Green. 

“The response and turnout was amazing despite 

the unpredictable weather forecast and it was 

great to see everyone celebrating together. 

Much gratitude for all the wonderful donations 

we received for the raffle, all the delicious cakes 

from bakers in the Village and for the generous 

donation from Georgia in Circle Road who made 

hundreds of sandwiches and other platters, then 

still went back home mid afternoon to make 

more. We’re also immensely grateful to ALL the 

helpers who volunteered their time and energy 

so generously to assist with the set up and clear 

up, without whom we would not have had the 

successful event that we enjoyed.” 

National Volunteers’ Week 2022 

Let them eat cake!  

Our celebrations this week also included Nation-

al Volunteers Week which was a great oppor-

tunity to highlight the work of our amazing  

volunteers. The Finance Team neatly combined 

the themes of Jubilee and volunteering by or-

ganising specially themed Afternoon Tea for resi-

dents and staff this week, which raised a fantas-

tic £219.51 for our charity! Head of Finance,  

Ishwant Basra who led on the planning of the 

event said: “We’re all absolutely thrilled at this 

amount and so grateful to residents and col-

leagues for all their support. The team wanted 

to do something to help raise money for the 

Trust, and we’d previously talked about a bake 

sale, but with Jubilee we thought a special 

Members of our Finance Team (L-R : Tom, 

Ramneek, Sajida, Finance Director, Ossie, Ishwant 

and Mona), raised over £200 from their Jubilee 

Afternoon Tea event   



themed Afternoon Tea would be ideal. 

“Everyone in the team and some of their fami-

lies either made cakes or bought them, so we 

had plenty on offer - the only tricky thing was 

getting hold of the clotted cream for the scones, 

as everywhere had sold out due to all the Jubilee 

parties! We decorated the Lantern Café before 

the bank holiday with bunting, flags and photos 

of the Queen through the years, so it was all 

ready for the event but also looked great for any 

visitors coming in over the weekend”.  

Tom Newton, Assistant Management Account-

ant said: “In addition to the money we raised, it 

was good to meet residents face to face too, as 

we don’t often get the chance to do that. But 

also I’m quite new to the team so it was espe-

cially nice for me. We were really pleased at the 

turnout and it was fun - and great to see resi-

dents and staff mingling and enjoying them-

selves together”.  

Cremarc swaps marketing for DIY for a day  

Like many other charities, the pandemic brought 

all our corporate volunteering to a halt for two 

years, so we were delighted to welcome some 

new recruits from local digital marketing firm 

Cremarc to help with some refurbishment work 

recently.  In what we think might be a first for 

us, Cremarc’s HR Director, Rachel Giambanco 

managed to persuade almost every single one of 

their employees to take part! They came in two 

teams over a couple of days to work on the area 

in and around the entrance to the shop, includ-

ing rubbing down paintwork and flower boxes, 

jet washing and painting.  

Volunteer coordinator, Lilian Meagher said: “The 

two teams worked incredibly hard and trans-

formed the space outside the shop, and many 

residents commented on how good it looked 

afterwards. Their support also frees up our own 

maintenance team to focus on repair jobs else-

where and so it really makes a difference and 

we’d love them to come back for a return visit 

any time!”    

Rachel said: “Our CEO, and in fact the whole 

company, is very passionate about giving back to 

our local community. People made us feel very 

welcome and the team enjoyed themselves and 

really got into  their tasks. We’re a marketing 

agency so it was a very different working envi-

ronment for everyone, but great to have some-

thing so tangible to show for all the effort at the 

end. We’re growing quickly as a company right 

now with a number of new staff  - including one 

I met for the first time when we were at White-

ley! So, volunteering for your charity was a love-

ly opportunity for us to bond as a new team 

too.” 
 

In memory of Rene  

We were very grateful to receive a generous  

donation from John and Pam Gough (seen  

Team Two working on the railings at the shop 

Rachel (second right) with Team One  



here with CEO, Rachel Hill) for a special planter, 

plants and daffodil bulbs in memory of John’s 

mum Rene, who use to live in the Hub and previ-

ously in our Ingram House and Whiteley House 

care homes.  

John said: “Mum always tried to keep as active 

as she could and loved making blankets of 

knitted squares and my job was to sort the 

squares into the right pattern as she was very 

particular about that! She was desperate to 

reach the milestone of 100 but it was not to be, 

only making 99 and 7 months. Her death certifi-

cate stated that she died from `Frailty of Old 

Age` which we thought was rather nice.”  

The planter is wheelchair accessible so residents 

will be able to use it for gardening and we also 

hope will fill it with daffodil bulbs in the autumn, 

as Rene was especially fond of them. A lovely 

living memorial that will also help our current 

and future residents. If you would like to make a 

donation to our charity in memory of your loved 

one, do get in touch.  

Off to pastures new ...  

Colleagues gathered this month to say fond fare-

wells to Claire Atkins, our Sales and Marketing 

Manager and to Laura Cole (see here second 

right) our Head of Community. Laura said: 

“Thank you to everyone for your lovely words, 

cards and gifts. It means a huge amount to me 

and I will miss you all a great deal. I wish every-

one at Whiteley: staff, residents and volunteers 

all the best for the future!”  

Time gentlemen - and ladies!    

Clubhouse Managers past: Arthur Taylor & Bub-

bles Linnegar (below right) and present: Sylvie 

Izzard (below left), all got behind the bar recent-

ly with collectively 25 years of calling “time”, be-

tween them!  

Glasses were raised to say goodbye and good 

luck to Arthur who, regular readers of In Touch 

will know from our recent interview with him, 

has lived in the Village the longest, both as an 

employee and a resident. So cheers to you  

Arthur, and all the best from all of us at Whiteley 

Village, for the years ahead!   

(L-R) Rachel Hill, CEO; Lilian Meagher, Volunteer 

Coordinator; Laura Cole and Sue Taylor, Community 

Coordinator 


